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seven prisoners in Iran

RON SIDDLE/Valley Press photos

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS — At left, Farivar Roshanian attends Sunday’s Baha'is Prisoners in fran
Prayer Gathering at the Palmdale Youth Library. Above, more than 30 people gather to express their concern and
support and pray for the seven members of their religion who have been imprisoned in Iran for nearly a year.

several other nations and human-
rights groups are concerned -the
seven Baha'is might not receive
a fair trial in Iran, which has per-
secuted them since the religion
originated there in the mid-19th
century. Since Iran’s 1979 Islamic
revolution, the country has jailed
hundreds of followers and executed
some, members said.

- Roshanian said Sunday that the
current condition is a step forward,
however, because Iran announced
the charges and trial against the
detainees — an action he attributes
to the international pressure.

“Since the beginning of this
episode, governments all around
the world — the European Union,
from Australia, United Nations,
the State Department — all have
condemned what is going on: the
prosecution,” he said. “For the first
time, the authorities in Iran have
reacted and they are kind of mad
why everyone is reacting over it.

It means that it was effective and
that they are paying attention.”

On Feb. 14, the U.S. House of
Representatives introduced a reso-
lution, H. Res.175, condemning the
charges and calling on the govern-
ment of Iran to release the Bahai
leaders, echoing a similar state-
ment released by the US. State
Department on Feb, 13, according
to iran.bahai.us.

About 90 Baha'is are currently
active in the Antelope Valley, and
several gathered Sunday, where
they prayed for the detainees’
release and wanted to raise aware-
ness of the Baha'i faith.

Roshanian added the Santa
Clarita area has about 160 Baha'i
followers.

Sunday’s prayer session included
a number of Baha’i prayers, which
were either sung or read aloud,
a short video with background
information on the Baha’i faith as
well as pictures of murdered vic-

tims and short biographies on the
seven Baha'i members who remain
imprisoned.

“The fact that we get together
and say a prayer for them, it may
not seem that big of an act and that
we may not have much effect, but
the truth is it does have an effect,”
he said.

Roshanian also  encouraged
members to act Sunday by contact-
ing their congressman.

Link agreed.

“These prayer meetings are
happening all around the world,”

- she said. “It’s like fingers in your

hands. How much strength do you
have in one pinky or in any one
finger? But if we all act in unison
and we pray and have the same
single focus — one humanity, one
God, one mankind and oneness of

- religion — we get the synergistic

strength.”
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